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___________________________________________________________________________ 

Abstract: This mini-review synthesizes current research on Malay word meaning mastery by 

examining the dynamic interplay among cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical perspectives. It 

aims to clarify ongoing debates, identify key research gaps, and emphasize the importance of 

adopting an integrated approach to understanding lexical meaning in the Malay language. A 

comprehensive literature search was conducted on 9 April 2026 using Scopus, Web of Science, 

and Google Scholar, employing Boolean search terms related to word meaning mastery and its 

cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical dimensions. Peer-reviewed articles, including empirical 

studies and review papers published in English, were selected based on clearly defined 

inclusion and exclusion criteria to ensure relevance and quality. The findings reveal that Malay 

word meaning mastery is shaped by cognitive processes such as semantic mapping, memory, 

and conceptual association, as well as cultural influences including idiomatic expressions, 

sociolinguistic norms, and contextual usage. Pedagogical strategies, particularly those 

emphasizing contextualized, student-centered, and technology-enhanced learning, further 

contribute to effective mastery. However, the literature remains fragmented, with limited 

interdisciplinary integration, inconsistent assessment methods, and a lack of longitudinal and 

synthesis-based studies. Despite increasing scholarly attention, significant gaps and debates 

persist, particularly regarding the relative influence of cognitive versus cultural factors and the 

effectiveness of explicit versus context-based instructional approaches. Future research should 

prioritize interdisciplinary frameworks and more extensive empirical evidence. In practical 

terms, findings from this review may inform improved curriculum design, teacher training, and 

the development of culturally responsive digital learning tools. 

Keywords: Malay word meaning mastery, Cognitive perspective, Cultural perspective, 

Pedagogical perspective, Vocabulary acquisition 
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Introduction 

Language functions not only as a medium of communication but also as a reflection of 

cognition, culture, and identity. In multilingual and multicultural societies such as Malaysia, 

mastery of word meanings in the Malay language represents more than lexical  knowledge; it 

embodies the intersection of linguistic competence, cognitive processing, and cultural 

understanding (Patricia et al., 2024). As global mobility, digital communication, and bilingual 

education expand, the ability to comprehend and use Malay words with precision and nuance 

has become increasingly important for learners, educators, and researchers alike (Mohamed & 

Baayen, 2025). 

 

Despite extensive research on vocabulary acquisition and semantics in major world languages, 

mastery of Malay word meanings remains relatively underexplored, particularly in relation to 

how cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical factors interact to shape understanding (Jiesi et al., 

2023). Studies have highlighted challenges such as polysemy, metaphorical usage, and 

sociocultural influences on word interpretation; however, consensus on the most effective 

models for teaching and assessing meaning mastery has not yet been reached (Sadiqzade, 2025). 

Diverging perspectives persist regarding whether lexical meaning is best acquired through 

cognitive-semantic mapping, exposure to authentic cultural contexts, or explicit pedagogical 

instruction (Yichi, 2025). 

 

This mini-review aims to synthesize existing research on how individuals acquire, process, and 

internalize Malay word meanings, focusing on three key dimensions: cognitive mechanisms 

underlying word comprehension, cultural frameworks influencing semantic interpretation, and 

pedagogical strategies that promote effective mastery. By integrating these perspectives, the 

review seeks to clarify current debates, identify gaps in the understanding of meaning 

acquisition, and outline promising directions for future research. 

 

Ultimately, this synthesis highlights that mastering Malay word meanings is not merely a 

linguistic task but a holistic process shaped by cognitive, cultural, and instructional factors 

(Austrus et al., 2024; Huszka et al., 2025). It underscores the need for integrated models of 

teaching and research that account for learners’ cognitive diversity and the cultural richness of 

the Malay lexicon. 

 

Method 

A comprehensive literature search was conducted using Scopus, Web of Science, and Google 

Scholar. The search strategy employed keywords such as “word,” “meaning,” and “mastery,” 

combined with the cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical dimensions using Boolean operators 

(e.g., “cognitive” OR “cultural” AND “pedagogical”). The date of search was 9 April 2026. 

These databases were used to retrieve relevant articles. Various types of publications, including 

original research articles, systematic reviews, meta-analyses, and case studies, were considered 

for inclusion in this mini-review. Below, the inclusion and exclusion criteria applied in this 

review are presented. 

 

Inclusion Criteria 

• Studies focusing on the mastery of Malay word meanings that examined diverse aspects 

such as lexical acquisition, semantic processing, and contextual interpretation. These 

studies highlight that understanding Malay word meanings requires not only linguistic 

knowledge but also sensitivity to cultural norms, idiomatic expressions, and 

sociolinguistic contexts.  
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• Studies addressing cognitive and pedagogical frameworks that explore how learners 

internalize meaning through memory processes, schema activation, and conceptual 

mapping. Cognitive linguistic approaches emphasize semantic networks and mental 

lexicons, while pedagogical studies focus on effective instructional methods such as 

contextual learning, task-based instruction, and multimodal approaches.  

• Studies analyzing the strengths, limitations, and potential applications of cognitive, 

cultural, and pedagogical perspectives. These studies indicate that integrating cultural 

context into language teaching enhances retention and comprehension. However, 

limitations include inconsistent assessment methods, limited empirical evidence on 

learner cognition, and a lack of longitudinal studies. The potential applications extend 

to curriculum design, bilingual education, and digital learning platforms that simulate 

real-world semantic contexts. 

• Studies published in English that consistently identify key gaps and debates in the 

literature, particularly regarding whether meaning mastery is primarily a cognitive 

process independent of culture or an inherently sociocultural construct. Diverging 

perspectives persist regarding the balance between explicit vocabulary instruction and 

immersive, context-driven approaches. 

 

Exclusion Criteria 

• Studies published in languages other than English were excluded to ensure consistency 

in analysis and interpretation across all reviewed materials. 4 

• Studies addressing Malay language learning or linguistics without explicit reference to 

Malay word meaning mastery, including its cognitive, cultural, or pedagogical 

dimensions, were excluded to maintain a clear focus on the central theme of the review.  

• Grey literature, including conference abstracts, unpublished reports, theses, and articles 

in press, was excluded to ensure that only peer-reviewed, high-quality, and verifiable 

sources contributed to the reliability and validity of the review findings. 

Discussion 

Figure 1: Concept map generated with Scopus , 9 April 2026 
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Current Status of Malay Word Meaning Mastery based on Pedagogical 

Perspectives 

From a pedagogical perspective, mastery of Malay word meanings is essential for fostering 

linguistic accuracy, reading comprehension, and communicative competence among both first- 

and second-language learners (Bahruz, 2025; Nadiah et al., 2025). Current educational 

developments emphasize student-centered learning, contextualized vocabulary instruction, and 

task-based approaches that engage learners in authentic language use (Jiesi, 2023; Tang, 2023).  

 

Future directions include the integration of data-driven learning, differentiated instruction, and 

digital pedagogy to accommodate diverse learner profiles. The benefits of pedagogically 

informed approaches include improved vocabulary retention, enhanced critical thinking, and 

strengthened cross-disciplinary literacy. However, challenges persist in aligning instructional 

strategies with cognitive diversity, limited teacher training in semantic pedagogy, and 

inconsistent curriculum standards across institutions. 

 

Key technologies such as mobile-assisted language learning applications, interactive corpora, 

and AI-driven vocabulary tools have enhanced learner engagement; however, they also raise 

debates regarding the balance between technological reliance and traditional language 

immersion (Aljanadbah et al., 2025; Alqurashi, 2025). Practical applications of pedagogical 

innovations are evident in bilingual classrooms, online language learning platforms, and 

curriculum frameworks that emphasize meaning-based assessment rather than rote 

memorization (Bahruz, 2025). 

 

Despite these advancements, research gaps remain in evaluating long-term learning outcomes 

and in developing culturally contextualized pedagogical models. Future studies should focus 

on integrating pedagogy, technology, and culture to promote a more holistic approach to Malay 

word meaning mastery. 

 

Current Status of Malay Word Meaning Mastery based on Cultural 

Cultural understanding is central to mastering Malay word meanings, as language reflects the 

collective values, beliefs, and social norms of its speakers (Ali, 2022). In educational contexts, 

the cultural dimension of Malay vocabulary enhances learners’ ability to interpret expressions, 

idioms, and metaphors rooted in local traditions and community practices. 

 

Recent developments emphasize culturally responsive pedagogy, in which authentic texts, 

folklore, and sociocultural contexts are integrated into classroom instruction to promote deeper 

semantic understanding (Mohamed & Baayen, 2025b). Future directions include the 

incorporation of multicultural content and localized digital resources that preserve linguistic 

heritage while promoting inclusivity. 

 

The benefits of culturally grounded instruction include strengthened cultural identity and 

enhanced intercultural awareness. However, challenges remain in balancing global curriculum 

standards with local linguistic traditions and in addressing the limited availability of culturally 

rich teaching materials (Dada, 2024; Made Sumartana et al., 2025). 

 

Emerging technologies such as digital storytelling, virtual reality, and cultural corpora are 

increasingly used to contextualize Malay semantics; however, debates persist regarding 

potential cultural dilution in digital learning environments (Siti Nabilah Yusuf et al., 2023). 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1


Copyright © Academic Inspired Network 

- All rights reserved 

 

This work is licensed under  

CC BY 4.0 

 

 

 
 

 

 

526 

 

Volume: 11 Issues: 84 Special Issue [July, 2026] pp. 522 - 530 

Journal of Islamic, Social, Economics and Development (JISED) 

eISSN: 0128-1755 

Journal website: academicinspired.com/jised 

DOI: 10.55573/JISED.118440 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Practical applications include bilingual education programs, heritage language initiatives, and 

teacher training that emphasizes cultural pragmatics. 

 

Future research should explore how technology-mediated and community-based learning can 

sustain the cultural depth of Malay word mastery while adapting to evolving educational 

demands. 

 

Current Status of Malay Word Meaning Mastery based on Cognitive 

Mastery of Malay word meanings plays a crucial role in fostering linguistic proficiency, 

cognitive development, and cultural literacy among learners (Marimothu et al., 2024). From a 

cognitive perspective, understanding how learners process, store, and retrieve word meanings 

provides valuable insight into effective language learning strategies. 

 

Recent developments in educational psychology highlight semantic mapping, schema 

activation, and conceptual association as key mechanisms supporting vocabulary 

comprehension and retention (Meylani, 2024; Shirban & Abolfazl, 2024). The integration of 

digital tools such as intelligent tutoring systems and corpus-based language learning platforms 

has further advanced the teaching of Malay semantics, although disparities in access and 

implementation remain. 

 

Future directions include the development of adaptive technologies and culturally responsive 

curricula that integrate cognitive learning theories with the structural characteristics of the 

Malay language. The benefits include enhanced literacy, improved critical thinking, and greater 

cross-cultural understanding, while challenges involve limited empirical research, inconsistent 

pedagogical approaches, and the underrepresentation of Malay in global linguistic studies 

(Noor et al., 2025). 

 

Key technologies such as natural language processing, mobile learning applications, and AI-

driven vocabulary analysis show strong potential but require contextual adaptation for effective 

implementation. Practical applications in bilingual education and digital classrooms 

demonstrate how mastery of Malay word meanings supports comprehension, creativity, and 

intercultural communication (Atan et al., 2024; Maulida et al., 2025). 

 

Further interdisciplinary research is needed to bridge cognitive science, cultural studies, and 

pedagogy in order to achieve a more holistic model of language mastery. 
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Figure 2: Document by year from 2022 until 2026 adopted from Scopus Database 

 

The figure indicates a gradual increase in publications from 2022 to a peak in 2025, reflecting 

a rising academic interest in Malay word meaning mastery. This trend suggests growing 

recognition of its importance across cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical domains. However, 

the sharp decline observed in 2026 may indicate either limited ongoing research activity or 

incomplete data coverage. Critically, this pattern highlights the need for more consistent and 

interdisciplinary studies to bridge existing theoretical gaps and strengthen long-term 

understanding and application in Malay language education. 

 

The figure reveals a strong dominance of journal articles (72%), with comparatively fewer book 

chapters, conference papers, and especially review articles. This indicates that research on 

Malay word meaning mastery is predominantly oriented toward primary empirical studies 

rather than integrative or theoretical synthesis. 

 

Critically, the limited number of review articles suggests a lack of comprehensive frameworks 

that integrate cognitive, cultural, and pedagogical perspectives. Without sufficient synthesis, 

research findings may remain fragmented, thereby limiting their broader applicability in 

language education. Furthermore, the relatively low contribution of conference papers may 

indicate slower dissemination of emerging ideas within the field. 

 

This imbalance highlights a significant research gap, particularly the need for more 

interdisciplinary and review-based studies. A focused mini-review can play an important role 

in consolidating existing knowledge, identifying inconsistencies, and guiding future research 

toward a more coherent and integrated understanding of Malay word meaning mastery.  

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, this mini-review highlights that Malay word meaning mastery is a multifaceted 

process shaped by the interaction of cognitive mechanisms, cultural contexts, and pedagogical 

approaches. Cognitive perspectives emphasize semantic processing and memory systems; 

cultural perspectives underscore the importance of sociocultural meaning and contextual 

interpretation; while pedagogical approaches focus on effective instructional strategies and 

learner engagement. However, significant limitations remain, including fragmented research, 
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limited interdisciplinary integration, inconsistent assessment methods, and a lack of 

longitudinal and review-based studies. Ongoing debates also persist regarding the relative 

influence of cognitive versus cultural factors, as well as the effectiveness of  explicit versus 

contextual learning approaches. Future research should prioritize integrated and 

interdisciplinary frameworks, expand empirical and longitudinal investigations, and leverage 

technological advancements while preserving cultural authenticity. From a practical standpoint, 

these efforts can inform curriculum design, teacher training, and the development of digital 

learning tools, ultimately supporting a more holistic and sustainable mastery of Malay word 

meaning across diverse educational contexts. 

 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI), 

Tanjong Malim, Malaysia, for providing the academic environment, resources, and 

opportunities that made this research possible. I am also deeply grateful to my supervisor, 

Associate Professor Dr. Dahlia binti Janan, for her expert guidance, unwavering support, and 

insightful feedback throughout all stages of this study. Her commitment to academic excellence 

has profoundly influenced the direction and quality of this research. In addition, I gratefully 

acknowledge the Education Sponsorship Division, Ministry of Education Malaysia, for the 

scholarship support provided, which enabled me to pursue and successfully complete this 

research. 

 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1


Copyright © Academic Inspired Network 

- All rights reserved 

 

This work is licensed under  

CC BY 4.0 

 

 

 
 

 

 

529 

 

Volume: 11 Issues: 84 Special Issue [July, 2026] pp. 522 - 530 

Journal of Islamic, Social, Economics and Development (JISED) 

eISSN: 0128-1755 

Journal website: academicinspired.com/jised 

DOI: 10.55573/JISED.118440 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Reference 

Ali, K. K. (2022). A discourse on the Malay cultural identity within the Malaysian society. 

Kajian Malaysia, 40(1), 83–107. https://doi.org/10.21315/km2022.40.1.5 

Aljanadbah, A., Al Marri, R. H., & Almarri, H. M. (2025). The future of foreign language 

learning in the age of artificial intelligence: A critical analysis of trends, challenges, and 

opportunities. Dibon Journal of Languages, 1(2), 200–217. https://doi.org/10.64169/djl.84 

Alqurashi, N. (2025). Enhancing language acquisition: Integrating traditional and digital 

methods for learner engagement. European Scientific Journal, ESJ, 21(2), 41. 

https://doi.org/10.19044/esj.2025.v21n2p41 

Atan, M. A., Abdul Hamid, A. A., Jamil Azhar, S. B. H., & Norwahi, N. A. (2024). Digital 

communication tools in language education: A conceptual analysis of their impact on 

classroom language practices. International Journal of Academic Research in Business and 

Social Sciences, 14(12). https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v14-i12/23756 

Austrus, E., Mahamod, Z., & Adnan, N. (2024). Factors influencing Malay as a second 

language learning in essay writing: A case study of Iban ethnic students in Sarawak, 

Malaysia. E-Bangi Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, 20(4). 

https://doi.org/10.17576/ebangi.2024.2104.02 

Bahruz Nuri, A. (2025a). Cognitive linguistics as a transformative framework in language 

education: Advancing meaning-making, conceptual understanding, and learner-centered 

pedagogy. Science, Education and Innovations in the Context of Modern Problems, 8(12), 

1485–1496. https://doi.org/10.56334/sei/8.12.124 

Bahruz Nuri, A. (2025b). Cognitive linguistics as a transformative framework in language 

education: Advancing meaning-making, conceptual understanding, and learner-centered 

pedagogy. Science, Education and Innovations in the Context of Modern Problems, 8(12), 

1485–1496. https://doi.org/10.56334/sei/8.12.124 

Dada, A. M. (2024). Global challenges in cultural and indigenous education. Perspectives, 

13(1). 

Huszka, B., Zurinah Haji Ya, H., Adawiyyah Haji Hassan, A., Ifwah Fauzani Haji Chuchu, S., 

& Stark, A. (n.d.). The metaphorical construction of cultural identity in Malay proverbs. 

International Journal of Advanced Studies in Social Sciences. Retrieved from 

www.ijassjournal.com 

Jiesi Guo, Hu, X., Elliot, A. J., Marsh, H. W., & Murayama, K. (2023). Supplemental material 

for mastery-approach goals: A large-scale cross-cultural analysis of antecedents and 

consequences. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology. 

https://doi.org/10.1037/pspp0000436.supp 

Made Sumartana, I., Dyah Hudiananingsih, P., Rouf, A., & Bali, P. N. (2025). Balancing 

globalization and linguistic heritage involves preserving mother tongues through inclusive 

education that values cultural identity and language diversity. Journal of Language, 

Literature, Social, and Cultural Studies, 3(2). https://doi.org/10.58881/jllscs.v2i2 

Marimothu, G., Kamaruddin, R., & Redzuan, M. A. (2024). Elements of attitude and motivation 

of SJKT students at Form 1 in Malay language mastery. International Journal of Academic 

Research in Business and Social Sciences, 14(5). https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v14-

i5/21723 

Maulida Qorry, I., & Sukmana Rozy, F. (2025). An interactive multimedia approach to 

bilingual worksheets for optimizing language learning in young children. JOECES Journal 

of Early Childhood Education Studies, 5(1). 

Meylani, R. (2024). Innovations with schema theory: Modern implications for learning, 

memory, and academic achievement. International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research 

and Growth Evaluation. www.ijfmr.com 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
https://doi.org/10.21315/km2022.40.1.5
https://doi.org/10.64169/djl.84
https://doi.org/10.19044/esj.2025.v21n2p41
https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v14-i12/23756
https://doi.org/10.17576/ebangi.2024.2104.02
https://doi.org/10.56334/sei/8.12.124
https://doi.org/10.56334/sei/8.12.124
http://www.ijassjournal.com/
https://doi.org/10.1037/pspp0000436.supp
https://doi.org/10.58881/jllscs.v2i2
https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v14-i5/21723
https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v14-i5/21723
http://www.ijfmr.com/


Copyright © Academic Inspired Network 

- All rights reserved 

 

This work is licensed under  

CC BY 4.0 

 

 

 
 

 

 

530 

 

Volume: 11 Issues: 84 Special Issue [July, 2026] pp. 522 - 530 

Journal of Islamic, Social, Economics and Development (JISED) 

eISSN: 0128-1755 

Journal website: academicinspired.com/jised 

DOI: 10.55573/JISED.118440 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Mohamed, M. M., & Baayen, R. H. (2025a). An exploratory analysis on the explanatory 

potential of embedding-based measures of semantic transparency for Malay word 

recognition. arXiv. http://arxiv.org/abs/2505.05973 

Mohamed, M. M., & Baayen, R. H. (2025b). An exploratory analysis on the explanatory 

potential of embedding-based measures of semantic transparency for Malay word 

recognition. arXiv. http://arxiv.org/abs/2505.05973 

Nadiah Basher, N., Hong, L. J., Chandrasegaran, S., Abdullah, N. S., Yunus, M. M., Hashim, 

H., & Sunandar, A. (2025). Empowering communication: A conceptual exploration of 

communicative language teaching. Pena International Journal of Media, Journalism and 

Mass Communication, 1(1), 10–28. https://doi.org/10.37934/pijmjmc.1.1.1028 

Noor, N. A. M., Mahamod, Z., & Nasri, N. M. (2025). Systematic review of teaching methods 

in language education: Trends and innovation. International Journal of Evaluation and 

Research in Education, 14(3), 2031–2041. https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v14i3.31774 

Patricia Diane Mouboua, Atobatele, F. A., & Akintayo, O. T. (2024). Language as a tool for 

intercultural understanding: Multilingual approaches in global citizenship education. 

Magna Scientia Advanced Research and Reviews, 11(1), 019–030. 

https://doi.org/10.30574/msarr.2024.11.1.0071 

Sadiqzade, Z. (2025). Idiomatic expressions and their impact on lexical competence. Journal 

of Azerbaijan Language and Education Studies, 2(1), 26–33. 

https://doi.org/10.69760/jales.2025001002 

Shirban Sasi, & Abolfazl. (2024). Mind map techniques and schema theory: Enhancing 

teaching English vocabulary in a reading course. International Journal of Research in 

Education Humanities and Commerce, 5(6), 62–78. 

https://doi.org/10.37602/ijrehc.2024.5606 

Siti Nabilah Yusuf, Mohamed Salim, N. A., Shawalludin, S., Jamil, A. A., Sayuti, N. A., Ali, 

M. N. S., & Ling, L. Y. (2023). Malay proverbs visual culture: Trends and patterns through 

bibliometric analysis. Jurnal Gendang Alam, 13(2). 

https://doi.org/10.51200/ga.v13i2.4740 

Tang, K. H. D. (2023). Student-centered approach in teaching and learning: What does it really 

mean? Acta Pedagogia Asiana, 2(2), 72–83. https://doi.org/10.53623/apga.v2i2.218 

Yichi, L. (2025). The integrative application of conceptual metaphor in English vocabulary 

teaching. Journal of Humanities and Education Development, 7(5), 01–07. 

https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.7.5.1 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/?ref=chooser-v1
http://arxiv.org/abs/2505.05973
http://arxiv.org/abs/2505.05973
https://doi.org/10.37934/pijmjmc.1.1.1028
https://doi.org/10.11591/ijere.v14i3.31774
https://doi.org/10.30574/msarr.2024.11.1.0071
https://doi.org/10.69760/jales.2025001002
https://doi.org/10.37602/ijrehc.2024.5606
https://doi.org/10.51200/ga.v13i2.4740
https://doi.org/10.53623/apga.v2i2.218
https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.7.5.1

