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Abstract: In the new era, the art design of public sculpture in small and medium-sized cities has 

unique social significance and aesthetic value. However, at present, the public sculpture design 

in small and medium-sized cities in China is facing some problems, such as the lack of systematic 

planning, the poor management, the fault effect of publicity and promotion, and insufficient 

financial assistance. To effectively promote the development of small and medium-sized cities, it 

is necessary to continuously strengthen urban planning, improve the overall layout, continue to 

provide legal support, strengthen urban supervision, strengthen publicity, build a coordinated 

communication mechanism, enhance financial security, and build stable investment channels. 
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Introduction  
In the new era, the public pays more and more attention to the art design of urban public sculpture. 

The art design of urban public sculpture can not only improve the beauty of the city, but also 

promote the coordinated development of human beings and society. The continuous development 

of urban public sculpture design in China is mainly due to its unique social significance and 

aesthetic connotation. At present, the number of public sculptures in small and medium-sized 

cities in China is on the rise. Some public sculptures have become famous scenic spots in the 

city, and even play an important role in promoting the urban development. However, there are 

still many problems in the design of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities in China, 

which need to be solved quickly, so as to improve the quality of the public sculptures in small 

and medium-sized cities. 

 

Significance of Public Sculpture Design in Small and Medium-sized Cities 

 

Social Significance 

Throughout history, the public art with the most distinctive feature is public sculpture art. Urban 

public sculptures can not only carry forward and spread civilization to some extent, but also 

restructure the images of small and medium-sized cities. At present, most small and medium-

sized cities establish a good image for themselves with the help of urban public sculpture design, 

and improve the overall material and cultural level of the whole city. On the one hand, the design 

of public sculpture in small and medium-sized cities plays an important role in the religious field. 

Urban public sculpture is a medium for publicizing religious knowledge and popularizing 

religious beliefs. Some people who have no religious belief can deeply understand a belief 

through urban public sculptures. China's rock cave statues, sphinxes and other sculptures provide 

support for the promotion of religious knowledge. On the other hand, the public sculpture design 

in small and medium-sized cities can provide the public with an important way to understand the 

historical stories of their cities. Some urban public sculptures tell the historical stories 

experienced by small and medium-sized cities in the most intuitive way, making urban residents 

clear about historical changes. Residents can know the major historical events and outstanding 

historical figures of a city through urban public sculptures. For example, there is a stone tablet in 

Qiqihar that records anti-Japanese war. By visiting this kind of sculpture, residents and tourists 

can deeply understand the history of the city in a specific period. The urban public sculpture is 

like a mirror, not only showing the culture of the whole city, but also telling historical stories. 

 

Aesthetic Connotation 

Public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities can not only leave a good visual experience 

to the public, but also bring joy to people, allowing them to feel the charm of a city. Moreover, 

bad public sculpture design can leave a bad impression to the public. Beautiful urban public 

sculptures will have a profound impact on beautifying the environment and enhancing residents' 

sense of enjoyment. First, public sculptures are often composed of colorful, and light and shadow 

elements, all of which bring vitality and energy to small and medium-sized cities. Residents 

within small and medium-sized cities, as well as tourists visiting during holidays, will be attracted 

to urban public sculptures. Second, public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities can 

provide development space for environmental construction. When the overall atmosphere and 

environment of a certain area bring a relatively quiet and oppressive feeling to residents, urban 

public sculptures can effectively solve this problem. Public sculpture design in some small and 

medium-sized cities can change the traditional environment, thereby creating a brand new 

environment and enhancing the overall urban appearance. Third, public sculpture art design in 

small and medium-sized cities can not only adjust the traditional environmental structure, but 
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also further optimize the environmental composition of small and medium-sized cities. At 

present, there are imperfect areas in small and medium-sized cities. Public sculptures in small 

and medium-sized cities can effectively coordinate the layout and structure of the entire city, 

improve the urban environment, and thus achieve the unity of urban and residential life. 

 

Problems of Public Sculpture Design in Small and Medium-sized Cities 

 

The lack of systematic planning 

When a city is being built, it is necessary to plan the layout. As a key link in the city, the public 

sculpture design in small and medium-sized cities also needs consider the overall layout, and 

relevant departments need to cooperate for overall development. However, at present, the overall 

layout of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities in China lacks systematic planning. 

On the one hand, with the vigorous development of small and medium-sized cities, a large 

number of artworks, including public sculptures, have emerged in small and medium-sized cities. 

However, due to the influence of time, capital and manpower, many artworks have great 

problems in their quality. They are designed in a rough way, which affect the overall layout. 

Because the works with poor quality can't fit the style of the whole city, a large number of works 

can't be applied to urban construction, resulting in a lot of waste of resources. On the other hand, 

due to the lack of coordination and communication between urban departments, the number of 

public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities is small. The layout of public sculptures in 

small and medium-sized cities is unreasonable. This has a great negative impact on urban 

construction and development, which is not conducive to urban development and cultural spread. 

 

Poor Management  

At present, the design of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities can reflect the overall 

artistic level of the city, which is not only reflected in the theme of the sculpture, the quality of 

the selected materials, and the degree of integration with the environment, but also in the external 

aesthetic level. Moreover, the management and protection of public sculptures in small and 

medium-sized cities are also important issues. First, there are few regulations to regulate the 

design of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities, and many public sculptures are not 

protected. Faced with the damage caused by some groups of people to public sculptures in small 

and medium-sized cities, there are no targeted laws and regulations to restrain their behaviors. 

Second, the management of public sculpture art design in small and medium-sized cities is 

relatively poor. Currently, there are some tourists with low quality who often assess damage to 

sculptures in small and medium-sized cities, leading to long-term damage to public sculptures. 

For this phenomenon, it can be concluded that the urban management is poor, and various 

departments have insufficient awareness of the design and protection of public sculptures in small 

and medium-sized cities. Third, the allocation of responsibilities for the maintenance and 

management of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities is unclear. Due to factors such 

as wind and rain erosion and sunlight exposure, public sculptures in small and medium-sized 

cities have suffered certain damage. The management and repair of public sculptures in cities are 

relatively backward, and there is a lack of professional personnel for regular maintenance and 

repair. This problem is mainly due to the unclear allocation of responsibilities. Unreasonable 

allocation of responsibilities of various departments have led to slow progress in the maintenance 

of public sculpture art design in small and medium-sized cities. 

 

Fault Effect of Publicity and Promotion 

Although the design of public sculpture in small and medium-sized cities has risen rapidly in 

recent years, there are still many problems in the specific construction process. There is a fault 
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effect phenomenon in the publicity and promotion of public sculpture design in small and 

medium-sized cities. First, there are similarities in public sculptures in small and medium-sized 

cities, but these sculptures lack details and cultural shaping. This not only brings great waste, but 

also brings some negative effects to urban publicity and promotion. Designers ignore the city 

memory function in the process of designing sculptures, and the sculptures created on the basis 

of not knowing the city features and culture elements have limited the city image building and 

cultural communication. Second, with the economic and social development, the design of public 

sculptures in small and medium-sized cities is affected by the market. Constrained by factors 

such as theme and materials, sculpture works are patterned. The design of public sculptures in 

small and medium-sized cities is adapted mechanically to meet the development of 

modernization, which hinders the publicity and promotion of cities. Finally, the communication 

mechanism between the public and workers has not been established in small and medium-sized 

cities, and there is a lack of a good supervision model for the creation process of sculptures. Due 

to the weak openness of urban sculpture design, the public has a poor understanding of sculpture, 

so it is difficult to provide useful suggestions for sculpture construction, which further leads to 

the fault effect phenomenon in the promotion and publicity of public sculpture design in small 

and medium-sized cities. 

 

Insufficient financial assistance 

With the acceleration of social development, the art design of public sculpture in small and 

medium-sized cities is in the process of prosperity and development. During this period, the 

government's support for public sculpture design in small and medium-sized cities is particularly 

important. On the one hand, due to the government's less investment in public sculpture design 

in small and medium-sized cities, some designers use cheap materials to save money, which leads 

to poor quality of sculpture works and poor visual effect. Moreover, due to the use of low-cost 

and inferior materials, there are risks of damage and safety hazards in sculpture works. On the 

other hand, there is a big gap between Chinese designers and international designers. To further 

promote the public sculpture design of small and medium-sized cities in China, the quality of 

designers should be improved. However, due to the limitation of funds, designers rarely have the 

opportunity to study abroad, which makes the public sculpture design in small and medium-sized 

cities still have a certain gap compared with international sculpture. 

 

Improvement Measures of Public Sculptures in Small and Medium-sized Cities in 

the New Era 

 

Strengthen Urban Planning and Improve The Overall Layout 

In the new era, the layout of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities is often not well 

planned, which brings restrictions to urban development. To improve the overall layout of public 

sculptures in small and medium-sized cities, small and medium-sized cities should constantly 

improve urban planning and design. On the one hand, the design of public sculptures in small 

and medium-sized cities should be innovated and developed on the basis of urban planning. 

Designers should combine the development characteristics of small and medium-sized cities to 

design sculptures with unique styles and improve the quality of their works. On the other hand, 

the relevant government departments should make cooperation. In the process of integrating 

public sculpture design into urban planning in small and medium-sized cities, relevant 

departments should consider the connotation and theme of sculptures, and consider the overall 

layout. On this basis, the design of public sculpture in small and medium-sized cities can be 

effectively combined with urban planning. 
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Provide Legal Support and Strengthen Urban Supervision 

In the new era, in the face of problems in the protection and management of public sculptures in 

small and medium-sized cities, the government needs to provide legal support and strengthen 

supervision to provide a good institutional guarantee for urban development. First, the 

government should formulate relevant laws and regulations for the public sculpture design in 

small and medium-sized cities, and take corresponding measures to supervise the production of 

sculptures. Second, due to the imperfect content of some laws and regulations, the regulatory 

authorities are hindered in the process of law enforcement. Therefore, relevant departments 

should predict the possible problems in advance, and then put forward more targeted regulations 

or systems to regulate them. Finally, government departments should set up special public 

sculpture maintenance and management institutions to regularly repair and maintain public 

sculptures in small and medium-sized cities. 

 

Strengthen Publicity and Build A Coordinated Communication Mechanism  

With the continued advance of civilization, the design of public sculptures in small and medium-

sized cities is gradually integrated into residents' lives in the new era. Because the appreciators 

of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities are mostly local residents, it is a key 

measure for the government to continuously strengthen publicity and build a coordinated 

communication mechanism. On the one hand, small and medium-sized cities should constantly 

enhance citizens' appreciation ability and artistic level in the new era. Relevant departments can 

openly attract people who love sculpture and art to design sculptures, and hold exhibitions and 

competitions. In this process, citizens' artistic enthusiasm and sculpture appreciation ability will 

be effectively stimulated, and publicity will be carried out for public sculpture design in small 

and medium-sized cities. On the other hand, the government should also build a coordinated 

communication mechanism, so that people's opinions and views on sculpture can be understood. 

 

Enhance Financial Security and Build Stable Investment Channels 

In the new era, the design of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities cannot be 

separated from the support of funds, especially the internationally competitive sculpture works 

also need strong financial support. Therefore, in order to effectively improve the quality of public 

sculptures in small and medium-sized cities, the government needs to continuously enhance 

financial security and provide stable and effective investment channels. On the one hand, the 

government should build stable investment channels, investing in public sculpture design 

regularly. Moreover, special funds need to be allocated for the maintenance and repair of some 

older sculptures. On the other hand, the government can call on the capital investment of large 

enterprises in society and public donations to effectively solve the constraints of funds on public 

sculpture design in small and medium-sized cities. On the basis of solving the problem of 

insufficient funds, designers can be provided with opportunities to study abroad, and the quality 

of public sculptures in small and medium-sized cities can be improved. 

 

Conclusion 

In the new era, as the key link of urban construction, public sculpture design in small and 

medium-sized cities plays an important role in promoting urban modernization. The design of 

public sculpture in small and medium-sized cities not only reflects a city's style and cultural 

background, but also tells its historical story. If the creativity and cultural background are not 

taken into account in the design of sculptures, the city will become a boring place. Therefore, 

China should vigorously promote the design of public sculptures in small and medium-sized 

cities, and promote urban development. 
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